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It Ainõt so Easy                                         

by Carl Bell   

This tale has less to do with photography 

than it does with seeing. But then, per-

haps, seeing has everything to do with 

photography. Sometime back, I was telling 

a friend about all of the animal tracks that 

I routinely observe on my rural acreage. 

Knowing that I am a photographer, the 

friend asked why I donõt take more wild-

life photographs. The answer, while 

short, requires a lengthy explanation. I 

told her, it ainõt so easy. 

We have all seen beautiful wildlife photos 

and unless we have been out there trying 

our luck at it, we seldom have any idea of 

how difficult it truly is to capture those 

incredible images. In my daily travels I 

routinely see deer, coyotes and other 

creatures, but I seldom have an opportu-

nity to photograph them in the wild. If I 

had a camera with me the best I could 

hope for would be a blurry streak of 

something entering the brush. Many will 

understand what I am saying. 

A couple of months prior to that conver-

sation, a long time neighbor directly to 

the north of our place passed away, and 

the estate was liquidated at auction. The 

morning of the auction a buddy picked 

me up and drove us around the section 

line to the neighborõs place. As we were 

looking at farm implements a young man 

Our Red Pond                                               

by Carl Bell  

dressed in camouflage and carrying a bow 

came toward the house from the direction 

of my back pasture. Although the 

neighborõs grandson had hunted on my 

property for several years, I had never met 

him face to face. I said, òYou must be D.J., 

and introduced myself. He shook his head 

and said, òMan, thereõs deer sign every-

where back there, but unless youõre in the 

stand way before dawn, you donõt have a 

chance.ó 

Opportunity ð that was what D.J. lacked. 

This young man had the proper tools ð 

clothing, bow, arrows, game camera, tree 

stand, etc. He had practiced his skills and 

could no doubt drive an arrow home in 

the time it takes me to frame a shot with 

my Nikon. He had studied his quarry and 
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 Visitors - January 12:  Bill Miles j.miles1105@sbcglobal.net joined us after learning of the club 

in the newspaper.  Bill has a variety of photographic interests.  We are pleased to have you visit 

Bill, please come again.  Angela Drabek angela@oklahomawebdesign.com hosts our website and 

visited us as the guest of Jaci Finch APSA with her friend Brittany Copeland dra-
matic_b@hotmail.com.  Angela, I have heard good comments about your services and we certainly 

enjoyed having you visit, please bring Brittany and visit again.  January 26: Michael Couch 

mjcouch@sbcglobal.net from Edmond learned about the club meetings via Google.  He is still ex-

ploring various photo areas in an effort to determine what his photographic interests may be.    

(Michael, that is one of the things our club does well.) Tony Bass tbass526@yahoo.com expressed 

interests in photographing kids, animals and nature.  Tony learned about the club at Eppersonõs.  

Both Tony and Michael participated in our evening of table top photography.  We welcome both 

of you, please come back.      

Announcements  

Meetings     

February 9, 2010:                                        

Competition : Prints - Monochrome A&B, Color 

A&B (Monochrome & Color, Assigned Competition - 

Transportation), Nature & PJ (Nature & PJ Not As-

signed).   

Judges:  TBA 

Program:  The edge of light revisited - thoughts on 

studio lighting and techniques.  Join us as Carl 

Bell discusses various lighting ideas and what he 

considers to be the most valuable studio acces-

sory. 

Refreshments: Jan and Wally Lee   

February 23, 2010:  

Competition : Projected Images -  Open A&B, 

Creative A&B (Open & Creative, Assigned Competition - 

Transportation), Nature & PJ (Nature & PJ Not As-

signed).   

Judges:  TBA 

Program: The Art of Turning Photography into Art. 

One of my enjoys in photography has been to 

take my photos and turn them into fine art é 

something that someone would like to hang on 

their wall.  My medias have been, as well as 

more traditional enlargements on paper, works 

enhanced digitally, then stretched on canvas and 

finished with an art gel to give them a more 

glossed texture and brighter colors.  Addition-

ally, I have experimented with photography on 

metal and acrylic plastics.  I plan on bringing 

some of these works to the meeting for you to 

see.   Jack Melton   

Refreshments: Jaci and Doug Finch APSA  

Photography 101 Workshop:  Meeting 10:00am 

Saturday Feb. 20th at the home of Ed Lamb . 

Topic will be Flash - more than you care to know!  

Bring your camera and flash equipment. Contact 

Ed Lamb at 721-4714 or edlamb25@att.net   

Photoshop/Elements Workshop: Meeting 

7:30pm Fri., Feb. 19th at Tom and Carol 

McCrearyõs, 425 SW 53rd.  The subject for this 

workshop will be to add texture to a photo.  

Also, we will discuss the basics of levels and 

color balance. Feel free to bring any other sub-

ject to discuss.  Questions, contact Tom or 

Carol at tcmccreary@ cox.net. or 634 -1817.  

Beginning Imaging Workshop: Wed., Feb. 10th, 

7:30pm at Jan and Wally Leeõs, 751ð8179. 

Bring your prints or digital images and weõll try 

to determine how they could be improved.  

Weõll also try to answer any basic Photoshop 

Elements questions you may have.    

HypoCheck  
Schedule  

Oklahoma Camera 

Club   

Inc.  

 Meetings: 7:30 pm   

2nd and 4th Tuesdays 

50th and N. May Ave. 

Central Presbyterian 

Church   

For club information 

Contact 

wallylee2@cox.net  

405.751.8179  
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Charter Member: 

The Photographic Society 

of America  (PSA) 

Member:  

Gulf States Camera Club 

Council  (GSCCC) 

Board of Directors  

President    John R. Key   

1st VP    Tom McCreary 

      PPSA   

2nd VP    Derrell Dover  

       

1yr. Dir.     Doug Finch      

  APSA 

1yr. Dir.     Dale Donlon  

2yr. Dir.     Jim McIntosh  

2yr. Dir.     Charles Taylor 

       APSA  

Treasure    Brad Smith  

Secretary    Wally Lee  

 Workshops  

Board Meeting: The board meeting will be 

held at John Keyõs home on February 16 at 

7:30 PM.  The club members are welcome to 

join the board at Harryõs in Mustang on State 

Highway 152 at 6:00 PM for a pre-meeting 

meal and at the Board Meeting.  Please let John 

know at 381-9170 or jrkey@earthlink.net  if 

you plan to attend either or need a map.    
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  It Ainõt  So Easy       Contõd From Page 1 . . . 

Club Dues               

Individual $30         

Family or Joint $40 

(other rates available)        

Make Checks Payable 

To                                         

Oklahoma Camera Club 

Mail To                  

Club Treasurer       

Brad Smith             

1008 NW 18th,     

Oklahoma City, OK  

73106-6417 

   

Contact 

knew that deer frequented the location he had 

chosen, but he could not be in that stand, wait-

ing, before daylight. Lack of opportunity. 

In a brief few hours the auctioneer had sold off 

all of the entrapments of a lifetime of living. 

Then, he sold the real estate and it was over. It 

is ironic how life works out that way, time and 

time again. A lifetime of living reduced to an 

auctioneer pointing at someone and saying, 

òSOLD!ó Well, my buddy paid for his pur-

chases and left for home. I had bought nothing, 

and chose to remain for a while and visit with 

neighbors that I rarely saw in my day to day 

grind. Iõd catch a ride home with someone, or 

else trek home cross-country. In the end it 

would be the latter. 

As the last of Cliffõs farm implements were 

being loaded onto trailers and flatbed trucks, I 

said goodbye to his children, grandsons and my 

neighbors. Then, I headed across what once 

was Cliffõs acreage. Opening the gate that sepa-

rated his pasture from mine, I couldnõt help but 

wonder how many times he had run water to 

the stock tanks that had once set on my side 

of the fence, but were now headed to some 

undisclosed destination to water undisclosed 

livestock. I walked along the pickup tracks ð his 

pickup tracks ð that ran through my now fal-

low pasture were Cliff had been allowed to 

graze cattle since before I had ever heard of 

Wellston or Fallis. 

I took my time on the half-mile trek from 

Cliffõs house to mine. This place is my refuge 

and I thank God for it every time I have 

the opportunity to get out and about. I 

passed close by the tree stand that D.J. 

had unsuccessfully occupied just hours 

before. I noticed the dozens of deer tracks 

close by and smiled. I was careful not to 

catch my trousers on the wild berry vines 

along the fence row separating the back 

pasture from our other twenty acres.  

Crimson leaves still clung to the sumac. 

The weather was changing and the mois-

ture laden air was beginning to condense 

on the foliage. At the bare wash area I 

turned southeast and made my way to 

our ugly red pond. The animals donõt 

complain about the color. Water is sim-

ply a necessity to them. There are always 

plenty of fresh tracks to attest that fact. 

From the south end of the pond I made 

my way along the trail through the trees 

to the tree line that separates our 

òhomeó compound from the rest of the 

property, hoping to get home before the 

dampness penetrated through my cloth-

ing. It was doubtful. As I emerged into the 

clearing fifty yards north of our back 

door I spooked two doe not more than 

ten yards away from me. They stood 

there in shock for a couple of seconds, as 

did I. They snorted, and then they were 

just white tails bounding back into the 

underbrush, as if they were never there at 

all. Now, normally when I go out I carry a 

camera or rifle or both, but today I had nei-

ther. I had to laugh. D.J., hereõs your deer. Op-

portunity missed.                 
           Contõd Page 4 . . .  

End of the Trail                                       

by Carl Bell  
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òWhy donõt I try 

harder to pho-

tograph the 

abundant wild-

life around my 

home?  I just tell 

people that it 

ainõt so easy.ó  

~ Carl Bell  

February 13, Saturday, Norman OK 

Mardi Gras Parade,  6:30 - 8:30 PM, Main 

Street. Canõt remember the spelling of the 

New Orleansõ slogan but in plain language it 

means Let the Good Times Roll and thatõs exactly 

whatõs going to be happening in Norman this 

month.  With Fat Tuesday right around the 

corner, organizers are calling for krewes for 

the 16th annual Norman Mardi Gras Parade.   

The good times will roll down Normanõs Main 

Street at 6:45 pm with the theme of All You 

Need is Love, an appropriate one, since Valen-

tineõs Day is the very next day.  The family-

friendly parade traditionally includes revelers, 

dancers, bands, animals and floats of every de-

scription, in a nighttime, moving carnival.  State 

Sen. John Sparks and his wife, Beth will serve 

as king and queen of Mardi Gras.  The parade 

will begin at the Santa Fe Depot on Jones and 

proceed along Main, turning south on Craw-

ford to Comanche and around again.  

Prizes will be awarded for best overall entry, 

the Fabulous Flannigan, named after the pa-

radeõs founder Jeanie Flanigan.   

The entry fee is $10 (for parade participants), 

with proceeds benefiting the cityõs nonprofit 

agencies.  Last year, the parade with nearly 50 

entries drew an audience of several thousand 

young and not-so-young viewers. 

With questions, please contact Lee Donlon 

at donlonlee@yahoo.com.   

 

Note: We have nothing lined up for March so 

this gives you the opportunity to suggest 

something.  Send your ideas to Lee Donlon 

at the email address above.  Thanks,  

               Doug & Jaci Finch APSA                         

   Editors 

Why donõt I try harder to photograph the 

abundant wildlife around my home? I could set 

up a blind and haul my lazy carcass out of bed 

super early some Saturday morning. Perhaps I 

should, but somehow I am content to know 

that there are seven or eight doe that consider 

our acreage as part of their home turf. I revel 

at the news that Bob, or was it Bill, found a 

goat hanging in an oak tree just a mile or two 

away. I would be thrilled just to catch a glimpse 

of the big tawny colored cat. What a joy it is 

to find turkey tracks in the driveway! I canõt 

think of anything Iõd rather do then just lie out 

on my back and watch turkey buzzards circle 

lazily in the sky ð Iõm just that way. At night I 

often hear a lone howl, followed by a multi-

tude of yips and know that the ôyotes are doing 

well under the cover of darkness. I donõt need 

a picture to tell me that. 

Why donõt I try harder to photograph the 

abundant wildlife around my home? Because I 

could never capture the sight and sound, and 

the raw emotion that I feel every time I go out. 

Because I am less worried with photography 

than I am with seeing ð with living. Why donõt I 

try harder to photograph the abundant wildlife 

around my home? I just tell people that it ainõt 

so easy.                              

     Carl Bell  

It Ainõt  So Easy                          
               (Contõd  from  page 3) 

Field Trips                              
Lee Donlon  

Road Less Traveled                                      

by Carl Bell  



Science is 

organized 

knowledge, 

Wisdom is 

organized life.  

~ Immanuel 

Kant  
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An Evening of Table Top Photography    

Frt. to Bk.:  Debbie Devon-

shire,  Larry Jenkins, Vickie 

Jenkins, Maxey Pinson & 

Table Top Program - Tom McCreary PPSA , the clubõs first Vice President in charge of 

programs, arranged a challenging evening of table top photography at the second meeting in 

January.   This followed the How-To program at the first meeting of the month.  Tom arranged 

for the lighting and all brought their cameras to give it a try.  A number of members brought 

various items to photograph; Ed Lamb brought black lights and set it up in a room down the  

hall.  Most everyone contributed ideas during the evening and were ready to go.  I anticipate we 

will be seeing a number of images in the club competition from this evening of fun.    

Frt. to Bk.:  Michael Couch (Visitor), 

Wes Shuman, Jack Melton,  Ward 

Conaway & Randy Carr  

Youõre Invited to Attend!!! 

Pat Harris - art of painting       

Jack Melton - art of photography 

Artistsõ Reception - Visions in Color   

- New Date -                

Thursday, February 11    

5:00 - 8:00 pm             

Dean Lively Gallery           

14 S Broadway  Edmond  

405-341-2143 


