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What You Want for Christmas                  

by  Dr. Jack Melton   

Iõve been taking pictures for about as long as I 

remember.  I was the oldest of four kids.  When 

there were ever any snapshots in our family, 

responsibilities for the photo were either dele-

gated to my mother, or as I got older, to me.  If 

you find any of these old photos, taken with an 

old box-style Brownie, you will usually find me 

obviously missing é because I was taking the 

picture. 

After 50 years of experience, taking thousands 

of pictures with a number of cameras as they 

evolved with time, I had one other very impor-

tant thing missing é I had never had a single 

class or workshop related to photography é I 

had been literally self-taught.  Last year, how-

ever, that ended é for my August birthday, my 

family gave me a gift of a weekend at a wildlife 

photography workshop. 

I was thrilled é what a great, great gift.  First 

thing, I rushed to my computer and looked up 

the website of the workshop that they had se-

lected.  It was a little bit to my surprise and 

disappointment, however, to find that the wild-

life pictures looked not a lot better than the 

òSunset Skyó                                              

by Dr. Jack Melton  

ones I had taken over the last few years.  I 

wanted something better, not so, so! 

So, with my new concerns, I began to explore 

other options and workshops that might be 

appropriate for me.  Thatõs when I found 

Rocky Mountain Reflections,  run by a profes-

sional landscape photographer named Andy 

Cook, and based out of his hometown of 

Colorado Springs.  This guy was good!  The 

website and the gallery of photography were 

literally breathtaking.  I said yes, òthis is for 

me é that is what I want to do é that is 

what I want my photography to look like.ó 

I signed up for a weekend workshop at Gar-

den of the Gods in Colorado Springs.  I packed 

up my camera and dug out an antique tripod 

that had not been used in probably at least 25 

years.  The workshop began on Friday night 

with a three-hour classroom presentation on 

òThe Camera.ó  The class was eight students, 
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