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Whenever we think of a barn to
house horses, cattle and hay we
think in terms of a building of hex-
agonal or octagonal shape. In
1898 William Odor, an educator

and farmer, had other ideas.

After making a few trips to the
state, Mr. Odor and his wife Myra
moved to Oklahoma from Potwin,
KS in Nov of 1892. They selected
a piece of land near a small rail-
road stop called Edmond. In the
Spring of 1896 the Odors acquired
320 acres of land and a home near
the Deep Fork River. The land
had to be cleared to prepare for
cultivation and after much hard
work they prospered in their new

business and raised three children.

Round Red Barn before Reconstruction
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Farming-Ranching in the Round
by Lorraine Cadady

Round Red Barn after Reconstruction

In 1898 Mr. Odor decided he
needed a barn to house his cat-
tle, mules and hay and to serve
as a location for social gather-
ings. The design he chose was a
barn in the round. His thinking
was that being round, it would
better withstand the Oklahoma
tornado seasons. Since the one
he built is still standing after
more than 111 years one won-

ders if he was right.
The Round Barn we will talk

about is located in Arcadia, OK.
Arcadia got itao

when a new store building was
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