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Founded 1931 

I joined the Oklahoma Camera Club 

in 1990 after wondering where my 

wife Esther was going every second 

and fourth Wednesday night.  For 

four years I came to the meetings to 

watch and learn.  In 1994, I took on 

the job of Nature Slide Chairman for 

the International Exhibition of Photog-

raphy (The Salon). 

In 1996, I went back to school to get 

my degree.  While I was working full 

time and going to school at night, I 

had to suspend my camera club meet-

ings and dues.  For the next four 

years, I was still the Nature Slide  

Chairman for the Salon even though I was not a member of the club.  Two years later another 

club member wanted to help with the Salon but would only do the nature division so I changed 

to the PJ slide division for a couple of years. 

Since the òdigital ageó I've been more active in competition but only in the Nature Division.  I 

retired in 2004 and since then I have traveled to most of the national parks in the West thanks 

to my traveling companion, Charles Taylor.  He has been a big influence on the kinds of nature 

photographs that I take. 

Today I mostly travel and take nature photographs when I'm not playing golf or exercising my 

lounge chair.  For the club, I think that more and more members will compete in one of the digi-

tal categories.  In digital, sometimes the camera makes the photographer and that makes some of 

the beginners more comfortable.  With digital, it's easy and inexpensive to learn by trial and er-

ror.  The better photographers will excite and amaze us with their creative intuition.  The more 

advanced photographers will still compete in prints with printers starting to get closer to an ac-

tual dark room photograph and also be able to get the creative juices going. 

The board meetings will be held at my home at 7:30 PM.  The board and club members are wel-

come to join us at Harry Bears in Mustang on State Highway 152 at 6 PM for a pre-meeting 

meal.  I will be sending a map and directions to the board members before the first meeting on 

July 21st along with other club members who would like to attend.   John R. Key  



chance you have.  I am sure your 

family and friends appreciated you 

joining them as well.    

The Price is Right:   FREE  17ó 

compact tube computer monitor, 

call Tom McCreary at 634-1817.   

Tahlequah Camera Club:  The 

following club members in Tahle-

quah judged our end of the year 

competition. Marion Carpen-

ter coordinated the judging and 

judged - she is heavily published 

in magazines with well over 100 

perhaps 200, 10 cover pictures, 

billboards in 3 states and has 

judged for us several times in-

cluding the salon.  Steve Tharp 

has judged for Muskogee and has 

photographed weddings for 25 

years.  Jeannie Thompson 

judged for Muskogee, OCC, and  

New Member:  We are 

pleased to welcome our new 

member Jennifer Arani  

coolbeansmom@gmail.com   

Jennifer joined at the last 

meeting of the Photo 101 

workshop.  She has an inter-

est in a number of areas of 

photography, Nature, Travel, 

Creative, Family, Portraits, 

Scenicõs, Digital as well as  

Photoshop.  Jennifer, we 

are certainly looking forward 

to meeting you and sharing 

our learning of photography 

toge ther .   We lcome 

aboard!!!      

Visitors:  We were pleased 

to have a large number of 

visitors with us during our 

June 23 Banquet .  We sin-

cerely appreciate you joining 

us and hope you will try to 

come to our meetings every 

 

Announcements    

July 14,  2009:                                        

Competition : Prints - Monochrome A&B, 

Color A&B, Nature & PJ                         

Judges: TBA                                                     

Program:  Judging presented by Charles Taylor, 

APSA                                                         

Refreshments: Dale and Lee Donlon  

July 28, 2009:                                          

Competition:   Projected ImagesñOpen A&B, 

Creative A&B, Nature & PJ  

Judges: TBA 

Program:  Entering PSA Exhibitions presented by 

Carol and Tom McCreary, PPSAõs               

Refreshments:  Debbie Devonshire                                 

Workshops:                                             

Photography 101 Workshop:  Next meeting is 

10 AM Saturday, July 18th  at the Okla-

homa Railway Museum located at NE 36th 

and Grand Blvd.   We will have a meeting at 

the Museum to review prints from the Tahle-

quah Camera Club and any other subjects we 

normally cover.  At 11 AM we can take a 30 to 

40 minute train ride,  Cost is $8.  ORM will 

publicize our meeting and we will have a Q & A 

with train passengers about photography and 

cameras.  This is a good chance to  promote the 

Camera Club and share knowledge with the 

public.  All Club Members are invited. Ed 

Lamb 721 -4714 

Photoshop Workshop: The workshop will 

meet Friday, July 24th, 7:30pm at the 

McCrearyõs home,  425 SW 53rd.  The 

assignment is to create a photo with a filter but 

change the blend mode, create at least three 

photos with different blend modes. You may 

contact Carol or Tom McCreary at 

tcmccreary@cox.net. or call at 634-1817 for 

more information.     

Board Meeting: The board meeting will be 

held at John Keyõs home on July 21st at 7:30 

PM.  The club members are welcome to join 

the board members at Harry Bears in Mus-

tang on State Highway 152 at 6 PM for a pre

-meeting meal and at the Board Meeting. John 

will be sending a map and directions to the 

board members before the first meeting and to 

all members who would like to come.  

HypoCheck  
Meeting Schedule  

Oklahoma Camera 

Club   

Inc.  

 Meetings: 7:30 pm   

2nd and 4th Tuesdays 

50th and N. May Ave. 

Central Presbyterian 

Church   

For club information 

Contact 

wallylee2@cox.net  

405.751.8179  
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Charter Member: 

The Photographic Society 

of America  (PSA) 

Member:  

Gulf States Camera Club 

Council  (GSCCC) 

Board of Directors  

President    John R. Key   

1st VP    Tom McCreary  

     PPSA   

2nd VP    Derrell Dover         

1yr. Dir.     Esther Key 

1yr. Dir.     Dale Donlon  

2yr. Dir.     Jim McIntosh  

2yr. Dir.     Charles Taylor    

    APSA  

Treasure    Brad Smith  

Secretary    Wally Lee  

for Gulf States, published in 

GTAA publications plus else-

where.  Don Bowman pub-

lished by Cherokee Nation and 

judged for Muskogee and OCC.  

Jean Bowman artist with a  

picture hanging in Philbrook 

Museum in Tulsa, show at Tahle-

quah city Library, eleven B & W 

images used to illustrate book of 

poetry plus other publications.  

Pete Scavone published in 

tourist guide, published by 

Cherokee nation, judged for 

Muskogee and Gulf States;  Pete 

is a professional photographer.  

Marjorie Scavone, Peteõs wife, 

was our scorekeeper.   

Assigned Competition:   The 

Board has selected the subjects 

for our assigned competition 

this year as follows: Oct. 2009 - 

Hands and/or Feet;    Feb. 

2010 - Transportation.  



Why Compete?              Contõd. Page 4... 

By James R. Lowell             Printed with permission from PSA Journal, May 2009 
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Why Compete?    

òFirst, Iõve voiced 

every one of the bad 

raps assigned to 

competition and, 

second, Iõve had to 

get through each 

one of them to be-

come a better pho-

tographer.ó  

Competition. As a long-time photographer and camera club member, Iõm always surprised that a 

single word engenders so many strong and varied feelings. 

Of course, competition has always been a main-stay of camera club life; but, below the surface, 

the rationale for competition seems to be far from universally accepted. I know many club mem-

bers who say they simply want to improve their photographic skills and find competition to be, on 

the one hand unnecessary, and on the other actually detrimental to becoming a better photogra-

pher.  

The arguments against competing go something like this. Competition is inherently stressful and 

detracts from the learning atmosphere of the club. Competition is dominated by the more experi-

enced photographers and beginners donõt have a fair chance to win. Competition takes the focus 

off of creativity and puts it on conforming to photographic rules and contest criteria. Competition 

canõt really teach much about photography best practices, since each judge has his or her subjec-

tive standards. So, with all these negatives stacked against competition, the obvious question is, 

Why compete? 

Before I give my answer to that question, itõs time for some full disclosure: First, Iõve voiced every 

one of the bad raps assigned to competition and, second, Iõve had to get through each one of 

them to become a better photographer.         Contõd Page 4é 

Red Eyed Tree Frog                        

Nature 1st, Dennis Corbin PPSA                 

Print of the Year  

Posterized Reflection            

Creative 1st, Tom McCreary PPSA   

Projected Image of the Year   

End of Year Competition: The clubõs 
prints and digital images were judged by the Tahle-

quah Camera Club to whom we express our sin-

cere appreciation.   


