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Drive -in Ghost Town
by Robert B. Green

Summitville Fall
Robert B. Green
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Announcements

Meetings
April 12, 2011:

Competition : Prints- Monochrome A & B,
Color A & B, Nature & PJ.

Judges TBA

Program: Carol McCreary, APSA, PPSA,
will be presenting the results of therouth
Photo Contest
awards. Please come and bring a shack to

the state; this is a fun evening.

Refreshments Ed Lamb & Club Members

April 26, 2011:
Competition : Projected ImagesOpen A&B,
Creativg Monochrome, Nature & PJ.

Judges:Lorraine Caddy, TBA

Program: The 25th Anniversary of thé&ked Eart
Festivals June &, 2011 at the Cox Conventio
Center in Oklahoma City. Representatives
nearly 100 Native American tribes from

North America are expected to participate in th
juried art market, dance competition, parade, r
youth art competition and performance stag
that will be held every day of the event.

The Red Earth Festiiahs been named Okl
homa's Outstanding Event by the Oklahoma
partment of Tourism & Recreation two times, al
central Oklahoma's Outstanding Cultural Event
Frontier Country Marketing Association. It h
been featured on ABC's Good Morning Ameri

Southern Living Magazine and in publicat
throughout the world.

The Red Earth Museum & Gallecated in down

of charge to the public. The Museum & Gall
features original Native American art for sale
the public as well as exhibitions featuring ite
from the museum's permanent collection.

Eric Oesch
Deputy Director/Director of Communications
Red Earth, Inc

Refreshments Vickie Jenkins

with the presenta‘[ion of the Beginning Imag|ng WOI‘kShOQZWe ol |

welcome all of our young visitors from all over our house,J a n

NBC's Today Show, in National Geographi

town Oklahoma City, is open every weekday free

Workshops

Photography 101 Workshop: There will not
be a workshop in April as the GSCCC will be
meeting during our normal time. If you have
any question, please contdetl Lamb at 721-
4714 or edlamb25@att.net

have
hehyorkshop onTuesday, April 5 at7:30 pm at

and Walal 14045L e e ©
Osage Drive, Edmond75188 1 7 9 . That
change of day and week. We will discuss

any questions that attendees have, look at im-
ages and try to improve them. We can discuss

Photoshop/Elements Workshop: This work-
shop will not meet in April, the next meeting
will be in May. You may contact Carol or
Tom Mc Cr ed5 SNB58rd634-1817 if
you have questions.
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a(|3|{/isitors: (3/8/11) - Li Lin, LiL-
€in6688@gmail.comfrom OKC visited
Jenghe club after finding us on the internet.
Li has interests in photographing natural
i_things and special events. Welcome Li,
bdve are pleased to have you with us,
1Sk;lease come back soon.

eIy

:,?Board Meeting The Board will not
meet in April, too many board members
will be out of town. You may contact
Tom McCreary at tcmccreary@cox.net
if you have questions.
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Drive-in Ghost Town
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Thankfully, present day trans-
portation options have im-
proved. Summitville can be eas-
ily reached from Highway 160,
- which spans southern Colorado.
It is an hour southwest of Del
«Norte on CR-14/Pinos Road/
Pinos Creek Road (~41 miles),
portions of which are unpaved.
| typically drive from Pagosa
=~ Springs turn south from High-
" “way 160 onto Park Creek Road

il . _
Summitville Spring (~7.4 miles west of South Fork).

Robert B. Green
The trip from the 160 turnoff takes somewhat less than an hour (25 miles) and is
on a good gravel road. This road remains passable almost all year without four
wheel drive because Summitville is near a US EPA Superfund site. Work con-
tinues there to complete the remediation of the mine site. Despite the ongoing
cleanup, there is no particular danger there unless one drinks water draining
from the mine tailings or refuses to yield to the infrequent large truck associated
with operations.

Gold was discovered near the future site of Summitville in 1870. The story goes
that after a miner showed a piece of float gold in a Del Norte bar in the early

1870's, the rush was on. In 1886 there were at least fourteen saloons operating
in Summitville. By 1893, the town was abandoned, reopening for mining several

times (1907, 1930's, and in 192
two mills were still in operation),
Finally a toxic spill, potassi
cyanide, in thg
the mining and led to the enyis
ronmental cleanup efforts.

Every season at Summitville
its rewards. In the late fall the
is the added bonus of turning A
pens. The town site itself is ne
the tree line so not much sea-

. Summer Wildflowers
sonal color willbecont 6d page 4

Robert B. Green



And the day
came when the
risk to remain

tight in a bud
was more
painful than the
risk it took to
blossom .

~ Anais Nin
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seen there but the drive along Par
Creek can be spectacular in late Sep
tember. The summer is accompaniec
by an abundance of wildflowers mos
years. The juxtaposition of fields of

col or with aging and
discarded equipment is almost a clich
but a beautiful one. In early spring
(perhaps until June), snow will likel
be on the ground and it is not impos-
sible to get caught in one of Colo-
radods proverbial Eve

with the probability of rough weather,
the low angle of the sun and muted
colors of late winter and early spring
can yield dramatic photos. Winds ca
be ferocious in any season but agai
winter and spring are the worst times.
The key is to consult NOAA or other
web sites for Summitville weather

conditions and go prepared.

Windows
Robert B. Green

Some secalled ghost towns consist of a few, barely recognizable foundations
but many largely intact buildings still remain at Summitville. Currently buildings
are visible in two (nearby) locations. It is easy to spend hours prowling these
ruins. The winters here are typically severe and there has been no effort to
preserve the existing buildings. It is not unusual to return to the town site and
find areas that are almost unrecognizable from a previous visit because of ongo-

ing deterioration. If you enjoy the history of the American Westcont 6d Page

Summitville Summer Near Summitville
Robert B. Green Robert B. Green



