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  The Guiding Lights of Americaõs      

 Inland Seas                                               
by Darrell McClanahan PPSA                                        

forested hilltop overlooking a broad green val-

ley, a setting of beauty and serenity that damp-

ened our desire to see more of the state for a 

while.  (Up to the day we left, we were still 

finding things in the cabin we had not noticed 

before; somewhat like living in a Bass Pro 

Shop!) 

Finally, though, we started out one Sunday af-

ternoon for a drive west to Traverse City to 

see what might be there.  I noticed a map refer-

ence to a lighthouse on the Leelanau Peninsula 

north of the city, so we headed along Grand 

Traverse Bay through some wonderful small 

towns reminiscent of Cape Cod all the way to 

the tip of the peninsula.  There we found the 

beautifully situated Grand Traverse (Catõs Head) 

Lighthouse.  I was hooked.   I had to find more 

lighthouses.  Peggy had to find more rocks.             

               Contõd Page 3 . . .  

Earlier this year, Peggy and I agreed to take on a 

work project that would have us situating our-

selves in Michigan for an unknown period of 

time, anywhere from three months to five years 

or more.  At that time, Michigan was one of the 

states about which we knew very little.  Never-

theless, we headed out one day in our Ford 

Rollover (Explorer) that was packed to the roof 

with everything we imagined we might need and 

drove the more than 1,200 miles to the small 

town of Mio (pronounced My-Oh) in the upper 

south peninsula.  In case youõve forgotten your 

geography, Michigan consists of two peninsulas 

that are bordered by four of the five Great 

Lakes, Erie, Huron, Michigan and Superior, so 

that no Michigander (No, there is no Michi-

goose!) is ever more than a short drive from at 

least one of these great inland freshwater seas. 

We had no idea what to expect when we set 

out on our trek.  Peggy, being a geologist by 

education, was excited about having the oppor-

tunity to check out the petrology (the rocks) of 

the region.  I wanted little more than to stick 

my toes in one or more of the Great Lakes and 

to see at least one lighthouse.  For a number of 

weeks, we did none of this.  We didnõt even get 

a close look at the Ausable River, Michiganõs 

foremost trout stream that flows right through 

Mio and which we crossed multiple times each 

day.  Work, work, work!  We did, however, 

thanks to our expense account, move into one 

of the regionõs nicest log cabins situated ten 

miles from town at the end of a dirt road on a  

Grand Traverse (Catõs Head) Lighthouse-
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Meetings                                    

December 14, 2010:                                         

Competition :  Projected Images - Open 

A&B, Creative, Monochrome, Nature & PJ.  

Judges:  Lee Donlon reports that òno 

one signed up to judge, hopefully we will 

have volunteers at the meeting or there 

will be no competition.ó                       

Program:  Derrell Dover will be assem-

bling the program this month focused on 

the Smoky Mtn.  I believe a number of you 

have been there and may want to contact 

Derrell to see if he would like some help.  

Refreshments:  Brad Smith  

December 28, 

2010:   

No Meeting -  

 

Merry 

Christmas !!!  
 

Workshops  

Photography 101 Workshop:  The Work-

shop will not meet in December.  Some 

tips: fall foliage can be improved with a po-

larizer filter; bounce flash can cover a 

Christmas table;  Christmas trees require a 

slow shutter speed for the lights with a 

flash underexposed 1 1/2 stops for the tree 

and ornaments.  Merry Christmas. Ques-

tions, contact Ed Lamb at 721-4714. 

Photoshop/Elements Workshop:  The 

workshop will not meet in December in  

celebration of the Christmas Holidays.  If 

you have any questions or suggestions, 

please contact Carol and Tom 

McCrearyõs, 425 SW 53rd, 634-1817.  The 

next meeting will be in January.   

Beginning Imaging Workshop: Wednesday 

Dec. 15, 7:30 pm at Jan and Wally Leeõs, 

751ð8179.  Bring any pictures you want to 

discuss.   They will  try to answer any ques-

tion you may have on Photoshop Elements or 

entering club competition.    

 

Visitors 11 -9-10:  Chris and Vanita 

Wade seniorwade@gmail.com visited the 

club from Yukon; they learned of the club on 

the Internet.  They expressed photographic 

interests in Nature and Scenery.   Welcome 

Chris and Vanita , we are pleased to have 

you visit us, please come back soon.    

HypoCheck  
Schedule  Oklahoma Camera 

Club   

Inc.  

 Meetings: 7:30 pm   

2nd and 4th Tuesdays 

50th and N. May Ave. 

Central Presbyterian 

Church   

For club information 

Contact 

wallylee2@cox.net  

405.751.8179  
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Charter Member: 

The Photographic Society 

of America  (PSA) 

Member:  

Gulf States Camera Club 

Council  (GSCCC) 

Board of Directors  

President   Tom McCreary 

    PPSA   

1st VP    Derrell Dover  

2nd VP    Lee Donlon       

1yr. Dir.     Charles Taylor 

    APSA  

1yr. Dir.     Jim McIntosh  

2yr. Dir.     Randy Carr   

2yr. Dir.     Jaci Finch        

    APSA  

Treasure    Brad Smith  

Secretary    Wally Lee  

Announcements  

Looking for a Black and White Lab:  

Aloma Anderson is looking for a Black & 

White photo lab to handle some negatives 

from the 1920õs.  She has an acquaintance that 

has a number of negatives they would like to 

have prints made from.   Does anyone out 

there have any idea where she may be able to 

direct him?  If so, please contact Aloma at alo-

maanderson@mac.com or call her at 405/562-

3544.   

 

Board Meeting:  The Board will not meet 

in December.   The next meeting will be 

Tuesday, 7:30 pm, January18 at the home of 

Tom and Carol McCreary.  If there is any 

interest, we will meet at 6:00 for dinner at 

Chiliõs, I 240 and South Walker. Please let 

Tom know at  tcmccreary@cox.net..             
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Club Dues                 

Individual $30           

Family or Joint $40 

(other rates available as 

well as partial for less 

than year)                      

Make Checks Payable To                                          

Oklahoma Camera Club 

Mail To                    

Club Treasurer         

Brad Smith               

1008 NW 18th,       

Oklahoma City, OK  

73106-6417 

   

Contact 

bradsmith5@cox.net 

So, we began slowly to explore the area.  

Next, we took a weekend trip across the awe-

some Mackinac Bridge to St. Ignace (aka òA 

quiet little drinking village with a fishing 

problemó) from where we took our bikes 

across to Mackinac Island by ferry for a fine 

day of bicycling and sight-seeing, which is an-

other story, by the way.  (Got fudge?)  Return-

ing to the cabin on Sunday, we ventured off 

the interstate to travel along the coast of Lake 

Huron where we found three more light-

houses (and maple syrup).  Another Saturday, I 

drove to Bay City on Lake Huron to see and 

photograph the terrific Tall Ships Celebration.  

Peggy was content just to stay at the cabin and 

to scratch around in the gravel and rocks of 

the glacial moraine upon which our cabin was 

built, much of which, interestingly enough, was 

brought by glaciers during the last ice age from 

as far away as Hudsonõs Bay in northern Can-

ada.  (I also got into rocks a little.)  From Bay 

City, I went north along Lake Huron where, 

after buying some great cheeses including 

some 10-yr. old cheddar at Pinconning, I 

headed to the Tawas Point Lighthouse.  I was 

really getting into this lighthouse thing! 

Alas, it was a sad day when we learned that  

our project had been canceled abruptly after a 

bit over three months.  However, we werenõt 

ready to leave.  We decided it was time for a 

vacation.  We stayed an additional three 

weeks just to do whatever we felt like, dur-

ing which time we sought out several light-

houses (and lots of rocks) along Lake Michi-

gan and both shores of the upper peninsula 

(aka Da U.P., which leads to the term òDa 

Yoopers.ó Visit www.dayoopers.co/

whatwher.html.)  We had great stops at the 

Shipwreck Museum at Whitefish Point Light-

house, a boat tour of the Pictured Rocks 

National Shoreline and a glass-bottom boat 

sunken ships tour, all on Lake Superior, plus 

picturesque Tahquamenon Falls.  Then, an-

other ferry ride back to Mackinac Island, 

photographing the Round Island Lighthouse 

and the Round Island Passage Light while 

speeding by on our big Arnold Transit cata-

maran at 35 mph!  

 

So, that, in a tiny nutshell, is how we spent 

our summer vacation.  Peggy has already 

been back for another week with two girl-

friends, and itõs for sure weõll both be going 

back whenever we can!  Michigan has some 

150 lighthouses, more than any other state.  
                       Contõd Page 4 . . .  

Whitefish Point Lighthouse      

Darrell McClanahan PPSA  

Tawas Point Lighthouse         

Darrell McClanahan PPSA  

http://www.dayoopers.co/whatwher.html
http://www.dayoopers.co/whatwher.html
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Up to the day 

we left, we were 

still finding 

things in the 

cabin we had 

not noticed    

before; some-

what like living in 

a Bass Pro 

Shop!  

~ Darrell 

McClanahan 
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Round Island Lighthouse            

Darrell McClanahan PPSA  

We just scratched the surface by finding about two dozen.  Many more await, including the sev-

eral we whizzed by without knowing they were there. 

One word of advice:  Be aware that spending a little time in ònorth south Michiganó and/or the 

U.P. can cause you to want to move there permanently.  Donõt make that decision until youõve 

spent some time there in the winter.  Weõre told it gets a mite nippy then.  Picture going to 

Mackinac Island over Lake Huron by snowmobile with a long row of used Christmas trees stuck 

in the ice to mark the way. 

We have a few thousand photographs; here are some of the lighthouse variety.  Now go put 

yourself behind the camera in Michigan.                 

                                                                       Darrell McClanahan, PPSA, Troll*   

(*See above website ð Da Yoopers  say a Troll is someone who lives in the Lower Peninsula, 

which is south of Mackinac Bridge which is then under the bridge, get it?) 

PS:  Iõm not taking the time and space to go into the rich history of Michigan and its many light-

houses, but I recommend Lighthouses of the Great Lakes by Todd R. Berger with photography 

by Daniel E. Dempster as a great beginning. 

 

PPS:  Please don't tell Michigan where all their rocks went.  

Frankfort North Lighthouse      
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Wawatam Lighthouse        
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Manistee East Breakwater Lighthouse 
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Club Zoo 

Visit            
On Sunday,  

11/21, a number 

of club members 

made a trip to 

the zoo and came 

away with great 

pictures.  

Members 

attending:  Wally 

Lee, Debbie 

Devonshire, 

Ward & Shirley 

Conaway, 

Diane Hogue, 

Linda Earley, 

Jack Melton  

and Jaci & 

Doug Finch.  
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Club Zoo Visit                                                     Contõd next page . . .  

Bird                

Ward Conaway  

Cat at Zoo              

Debbie Devonshire  

Cougar on the Prowl                        

Wally Lee  

Here Kitty Kitty                             

Diane Houge  

Classy as a Duck                   

Jack Melton  
Leaves                                                 

Jaci Finch APSA  


