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For the climax of this yearõs summer 

vacation, we decided to take the   

grandurchins to the most dangerous 

place on Earth. Death by volcanic erup-

tion, scalding by magma heated swim-

ming pools, asphyxiation by  poison 

gas, bear attacks and bison goring's are 

daily occurrences. Well, the media say 

so, and we all know how trustworthy 

their stories are, right? The place is 

even reputed to be one of the primary 

loci of the coming universal destruc-

tion in less than eighteen months. 

 

That would be Yellowstone National 
Park. 

                                                            

To be sure, people do get scalded, 

gored or eaten now and then,  usually as 

a result of extraordinary carelessness. 

For most folks, staying on the designated 

walks, in designated tourist places is 

pretty safe. More so than say, the aver-

age stepladder.  

 

We considered the level of risk within 

acceptable limits, especially as the trip 

afforded the opportunity to pass an ad-

diction to photography down to the next 

generation. There arenõt many places on 

the planet as likely to arouse enthusiasm 

for that sort of activity. Accordingly, I 

purchased a decent entry-level camera  
for each child (Ariel and Zoe, in that or-

der) and subjected them to lessons on 

how to use them.              Contõd Page 3 . . .  

Zoeõs                           

Yellowstone Canyon  



 

  

HypoCheck  
Schedule & Announcements  Oklahoma Camera 

Club   

Inc.  

 Meetings: 7:30 pm   

2nd and 4th Tuesdays 

50th and N. May Ave. 

Central Presbyterian 

Church   

For club information 

Contact 

wallylee2@cox.net  

405.751.8179  
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Board of Directors  

President   Derrell Dover  

1st VP    Lee Donlon   

2nd VP    Randy Carr   

1yr. Dir.     Jaci Finch APSA 

1yr. Dir.     Jan Lee PPSA  

2yr. Dir.     Diane Hogue   

2yr. Dir.     Aloma Anderson   

Treasure    Brad Smith  

Secretary    Wally Lee  

Visitors: August 9 - Delbert Simmons  

delbert_e_simmons@hotmail.com from Oklahoma 

City enjoys photography as a hobby. Indeed, he 

has known about us for years and finally stopped 

by.  We certainly welcome you Delbert  and en-

joy having you visit.  Please come back.  Roy 

Gregory roy.gregory@yahoo.com a friend of 

James Pratt visited us to enjoy Jamesõ program. 

Roy has a general interest in photography.  We 

certainly welcome you Roy, please come again. 

Walter Jacques jacq2@cox.net a member of the 

Metro Cameral Club stopped by to visit and see 

Jamesõ program.  He has an interest in Portraits 

and Macro-photography.  Welcome Walter, we 

are pleased to have you stop by, please come 

again .   Robert òRobó Wagner 

rkw@wagnerfirm.com will be presenting our pro-

gram at the next meeting.  We are looking for-

ward to your presentation Rob.  Many of us will 

likely have a number of questions for you.                        

August 23 - Steven Bond seb2958@yahoo.com 

learned about the club on line.  Steven  has an 

interest in Architecture and Macro photography.  

We are pleased to have you stop by Steven , we 

would love to have you visit again; donõt hesitate 

to inquire if you have any questions we can help 

you with.  Welcome!    

Photoshop/Elements Workshop:  Our next 

workshop will be scheduled for October , several 

participants will be attending the PSA Convention  

and would not be able to participate. You may 

contact Carol or Tom McCreary, 425 SW 

53rd, 634-1817 if you have questions.  

Workshops  

Photography 101 Workshop: The next meeting 

is Saturday, September 17th at 10:00 am at 

my house.  It will be open topic to discuss any 

photography fundamentals, equipment, pictures, 

etc. No religion or politics.  This workshop is es-

pecially helpful for new members to get ac-

quainted.  For info call Ed Lamb at 721-4714 or 

edlamb25@att.net.  Address: 6309 N. Harmon 

Dr. (1 blk. South, 1 blk. East of NW 63rd & Mac-

Arthur)  

Beginning Imaging Workshop: Our next Work-

shop will be scheduled for October , we will not 

be able to schedule one for September. For addi-

tional information call Wally or Jan Lee at 751 -

8179.   

Meetings  

September 13, 2011:                                         
Competition : Prints -  Monochrome A & B , Color 

A & B, Photojournalism & Nature                                            

Judges:  John R. Key, Lee Donlon, Dale              

Donlon  

Program: Equine Photography by Diane Hogue 

- Diane  and Linda Earley met several years ago 

through the common love of horses.  About two 

years ago they discovered another common pas-

sion ð photography.      

Refreshments:  Debbie Devonshire  

September 27, 2011:                                       
Competition : Projected Images -   Open A & B, 

Creative, Nature, Monochrome & Photojournalism 

Judges:  Tom McCreary EPSA, Carol 

McCreary APSA, PPSA, Open  

Program:  TBA   

Refreshments: Lee Donlon  

Board Meeting             

Time 7:00 PM, Location: 6021 Glencove Pl, Okla-

homa City, OK  http://maps.yahoo.com/

# m v t = m & l a t = 3 5 . 5 5 4 9 3 5 & l o n =-

97.622931&zoom=17&q1=6021%20Glencove%

20Pl%2C%20Oklahoma%20City%2C%20Ok%

2073132  Tuesday, September 20.  Subject: We 

will finalize the agenda at the Board Meeting. 

[If interested thought we might meet for dinner at 

Billy Simms Barbeque (6401 NW Expressway) for 

all the Sooner Fans, 6:00 PM]      Derrell Dover                                   

mailto:edlamb25@att.net
http://maps.yahoo.com/#mvt=m&lat=35.554935&lon=-97.622931&zoom=17&q1=6021%20Glencove%20Pl%2C%20Oklahoma%20City%2C%20Ok%2073132
http://maps.yahoo.com/#mvt=m&lat=35.554935&lon=-97.622931&zoom=17&q1=6021%20Glencove%20Pl%2C%20Oklahoma%20City%2C%20Ok%2073132
http://maps.yahoo.com/#mvt=m&lat=35.554935&lon=-97.622931&zoom=17&q1=6021%20Glencove%20Pl%2C%20Oklahoma%20City%2C%20Ok%2073132
http://maps.yahoo.com/#mvt=m&lat=35.554935&lon=-97.622931&zoom=17&q1=6021%20Glencove%20Pl%2C%20Oklahoma%20City%2C%20Ok%2073132
http://maps.yahoo.com/#mvt=m&lat=35.554935&lon=-97.622931&zoom=17&q1=6021%20Glencove%20Pl%2C%20Oklahoma%20City%2C%20Ok%2073132
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Club Dues                 

Individual $30           

Family or Joint $40 

(other rates available as 

well as partial for less 

than year)                      

Make Checks Payable To                                          

Oklahoma Camera Club 

Mail To                    

Club Treasurer         

Brad Smith               

1008 NW 18th,       

Oklahoma City, OK  

73106-6417 

   

Contact 

bradsmith5@cox.net 

Considering a three-day drive each way with 

small children a fate worse than debt, we de-

cided to fly to Salt Lake City (the closest ma-

jor airport), rent a car and proceed from 

there. Itõs only about 300 miles from SLC to 

Yellowstone, and there are some very nice 

places to see along the way. Along the way 

from Oklahoma by road is Kansas.  

 

The great experiment began to mixed results. 

Our first photo op was the lower and upper 

Mesa Falls in Idaho. Both neophytes shot the 

lower falls eagerly, those being first on the 

itinerary. Unfortunately, that falls is farther 

away and their inadequate zooms limited their 

images. The upper falls has a walkway to the 

very edge, but by that time, interest had 

waned. One ignored the falls entirely, but 

shot the local flowers with commendable en-

thusiasm. The other went to see the falls, but 

forgot her camera. We would hope for better 

in the future.   

 

Our immediate destination, West Yellow-

stone, MT would be our base of operations 

for four days.  

 

Our first day in the park had a somewhat 

more successful result in the great experi-

ment.  We voted to start our explorations 

along the southern loop of the caldera. Fire-

hole Falls, the Fountain Paint Pots, Clepsydra 

Geyser, Grand Prismatic Spring and the main 

attraction, Old Facefull (as it was called be-

fore folks figured out they needed to stand 

farther back.)  

 

The elder grandurchin seems to have be-

come contaminated. She made a serious ef-

fort at filling a four gigabyte chip with her 

efforts. To be sure, a large part of that was 

an extensive video of an Old Facefull erup-

tion, but she was enthusiastically shooting 

everything we saw.  

 

The younger started well, but faded down 

the stretch. By early afternoon, she was con-

tent to watch the aforesaid eruption without 

feeling the need to record any part of it. 

Thereõs a stamina issue there. Still, she man-

aged more than a few images before she gave 

out. 

 

For our second day in the park, we did the 

canyon. Upon our arrival, we were diverted 

by a small herd of bison congregating around 

a euphemism. There was no evidence they 

used it for its intended purpose (indeed, lots 

of evidence that they didnõt), but their prox-

imity had a deterrent effect on humans who 

wished to do so. Eventually, they migrated 

on, but not until causing some palpitations in 

people exiting the facility who had been un-

aware of their presence. 

Zoeõs (8)                          

Grand Primsmatic Springs  

Arielõs (13)                                 

West Thumb Geyser Basin  
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The invariable 

mark of wisdom 

is to see the   

miraculous in 

the common.   

~Ralph Waldo 

Emerson  

Yellowstone from A to Z        Contõd nest page . . .   

As we continued to the overlooks of the falls, 

the photographic neophytes were sufficiently 

impressed to use their cameras happily, albeit 

less so than during the bison encounter. An 

osprey nest on an isolated chunk of rock was 

intriguing, but given the limited zoom range of 

the kidsõ cameras, inaccessible. Fortunately, 

the older generation had a combination of 

lenses equal to 1500 millimeters. I could actu-

ally see the bird. 

 

A third day brought us to the Mammoth Hot 

Springs. The grandurchins were dismayed to 

discover that there were no hairy elephantine 

animals in the vicinity, but warmed (literally) 

to the task at hand. Standing in a smelly steam 

bath will do that. A long descent along the 

formation kept one busy, but the other again 

decided enough was enough. Iõm hoping thatõs 

an age related disability. 

 

Both were rather more interested in two bull 

elk with huge racks placidly eating along the 

roadside. Well OK, so was I. 

 

An intriguing side effect of the great experi-

ment has been a growing contamination of 

the middle generation. My son-in-law began 

recording his observations on his cell phone, 

but quickly decided it was inadequate for the 

purpose. He borrowed my backup camera 

and used it with considerable pleasure. I may 

not get it back. 

 

On our last venture into the park, the pair 

seemed most fascinated by Isa Lake, which 

has the geographical oddity of draining to two 

different oceans. I suspect the carpet of water 

lilies had more to do with their interest, but 

Iõll take what I can get. 

 

Lake Yellowstone, at a multi-year high from 

the near-record snowmelt, interested them, 

and the Artistõs Point view as well, but inter-

rogation revealed that animals, even chip-

munks, ranked higher on their lists. I can live 

with that. 

 

Our last thrill in the park was finding a bald 

eagle in its nest along the west entry road. 

We had seen the nest on every trip,  

Arielõs                                 

Clepsydra Geyser  

Arielõs                                      

Liberty Cap  
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Yellowstone from A to Z                

 

I am part of all 

that I have 

seen.  

~Alfred Lord 

Tennyson  

but always empty. This time the bird was 

there, happily ignoring us and watching the 

nearby river for fish. 

 

I can proudly report that the grandurchins 

recorded much of the dayõs activities.  Elder 

more than younger, as has become a pattern, 

but seemed happy with their results.  

 

 We spent our final day of vacation around the 

Great Salt Lake.  There are numerous islands 

in the lake. One of the larger and more acces-

sible is Antelope Island, to which a long cause-

way has been constructed. The roads on the 

island give access to a variety of views of the 

lake, some rather high, which improves the 

photographs thereof. 

Zoeõs                         

Bison  

Arielõs                                  

Isa Lake  

One island occupant notably numerous was 

the Western Spotted Orb Weaver, aka 

Icky Spider, or so the grandurchins insisted. 

These arachnids and their webs help hold 

down the population of brine flies. 

 

With regard to the great experiment, time 

seems to have eroded the early enthusiasm. 

A few pictures were made, but not nearly 

as eagerly. To be sure, that might be a func-

tion of burnout. The scenery was interest-

ing, but nearly as much so as previous 

sights. 

 

Upon our return, I will help them pick and 

choose from among their accumulated im-

ages for the preparation of a slide show. 

This, it is fervently hoped, will earn them 

many extra points in school, which will in 

turn augment their addiction. 

 

There ainõt nobody sneakier than a grandpa 

with a camera! 

Zoeõs                               

Elk  


